Collecting Burlington's Responses to COVID-19

Chris Selman, Curator
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General Framework

 Adhere to our institution’s
guiding documents

* Ensure legal requirements are
followed

* Maintain personal and
professional ethical standards

* Do all of the above safely
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Specific Approaches: Passive Collecting

* Digital submissions through
our online platforms

 (Candid about current and
future uses

* Not being automatically
accessioned

* Adjustments moving
forward

0 Museums of Burlington
Q

The Museums of Burlington is inviting our local
community to send digital files of photographs,
drawings, documents and/or videos reflecting how
COVID-19 is impacting you and your families. We
are living through a historical event that will impact
us and future generations, perhaps in ways we don't
even understand yet. We are collecting stories about
how our community is looking out for one another,
coping and pulling together. Please email your
contributions to museuminfo@burlington.ca. Please
note, your submissions may be shared via social
media, our website, and/or future exhibitions for the
purpose of sparking conversation and learning. Be
kind. Keep hope. Stay healthy. Take care.

Front Porch Clap

From Marsha:

“On Friday April 3, 7pm, we participated
along with our neighbours in “clapping”
our thank-you to all essential workers.
My sister and I borrowed sidewalk chalk
from a young neighbour to express our
gratitude on our driveway with this
message.”




Specific Approaches: Active Collecting

* Reaching out to local businesses,
public agencies and residents

o Accept that transfers will not - el
occur quickly

o Be clear, open, and patient g rortion G ity 1 = Bl P
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Final (not really) Thoughts

* This is an ongoing situation
o Adapt on the fly
o Review others” work within the field

* Create a collection that’s as
representative as possible
o Stick to your Mission and Policies
o Stay within your means

* Be transparent and compassionate in
your interactions



