
Queering History 

Including Queer Content in your 
museum 



Learning Goals 

Participants should be able to: 

• Find ways for including LGBTQ content in their 
institution 

• Have a collaborative framework for working 
with LGBTQ community organizations 

 

 



Why it is important? 

• It allows marginalized communities to feel 
THEIRstory is represented at your museum 

• Part of mandate or vision statement 

• Reaching out to a new community that is not 
in your museum’s current demographic 

 



What is inclusion? 

• the idea that everyone should be able to use 
the same facilities, take part in the same 
activities, and enjoy the same experiences, 
including people who have a disability or 
other disadvantage (Cambridge Dictionary) 



What is equity? 

• the quality of being fair and impartial OR the 
value of the shares issued by a company 

• Personal definition of equity 

• Equity Policy? 

 



What is equity? 



Can equity be achieved? 
 



What some museums are doing 
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What some museums are doing 
From Museum London: 

 

Made by Naomi Nadea 

 

Participated in London Pride for 

5 years 

 

Costume inspired by Brazilian 

woman 

 

Costume used in 2013 



What some museums are doing 
From Norfolk Arts Centre: 

 

Max Streicher Exhibit 

 



Other considerations 
• Safe Space professional development (usually 

delivered by your local LGBT hub) 

• Raising a Pride flag during your local Pride 
celebrations 

• Not all of us have collections with relevant 
content 

 

 

 



Specific Examples 

Paris Historical Society 



Paris Community Profile 

 11,793 Residents + 5.2% (2011 Census 
Data) 

 Originally discovered in 1822 and 
formed a mining town 

 Became a town in 1850 

 Called the Prettiest Little Town in 
Ontario by Queen and by vote 

 Old High School built in 1854 

 New High School in 1923 and 
expanded in the 1970s as part of the 
Technical Skill Curriculum 

 High School was always a crucial part 
of culture in the community. 
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More recognizable 



Paris Literary Society 



Paris Literary Society 



Specific Examples 

Brant Historical Society 



63 Dalhousie Street Brantford 



63 Dalhousie Street Brantford 



63 Dalhousie Street (1940s) 



63 Dalhousie Street (1970s) 



63 Dalhousie Street (Today) 



Specific Examples 



A Brief History of the CLGA 

1979 Alan Miller, Joan Anderson & Ed Jackson in the CGA. Photo by Gerald Hannon. 



Engaging the Community 

2015 Photo of Rebecka Sheffield giving a Pride History Walk. Photo © CLGA 



Our Own Exhibits 

2013 Photo of Gay Premises: Radical Voices in the Archives, 1973-1983. Photo © CLGA 



Partnerships 

2016 Photo of Worn With Pride, at Montgomery’s Inn. Photo © Montgomery’s Inn 



Challenges to Consider 

2015 Photo of CLGA 80s display at Flashback Gala  Photo © SVP Media. 



Grand River Rainbow 
Historical Project 

 

A Local LGBTQ History Project  

in Waterloo-Wellington 



What We Do 
• We aim to document the history of the various rainbow 

communities in the Grand River region of Southwestern 
Ontario. 

• We cover mainly Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge, Guelph 
and environs. 

• Our primary sources are the newsletters, posters and other 
ephemeral materials creating by our local LGBTQ 
communities. 

• At the GRRHP we have located as much local material as 
possible and obtained copyright permissions to digitize and 
display it online. 

• We own some of the collections; others are borrowed and 
returned. 

 
 

 



Why We Do It 
• Knowing our history matters. 

• Very little of our early history is seen in either the 
media of the day, or current museum collections. 

• Although much material has made its way to the 
CLGA, much has not. 

• Providing a Digital Library that is readily accessible 
to the public will help encourage pride in our little-
known histories. 

 



The Digital Library 
Our online collection includes 
publications/posters/programmes for: 

• WUGLM/GLOW/GLLOW (1971- ) at the 
University of Waterloo 

• Guelph Queer Equality (1971; 1973- ) at the 
University of Guelph 

• K-W Gay Media Collective (1978-1988) 

• Rainbow Chorus of Waterloo-Wellington 
(1994- ) 

• Outlook Magazine (1995-1998) 

• Rainbow Reels Queer & Trans Film Festival 
(2001- ) 

• Rainbow Community Calendar (2012- ) 

 



Work in the Queue 
The following collections are not yet completely 
digitized: 

• Pink Triangle Community Calendar (PTCC) 
(1989-1996) 

• tri-Pride Community Association (1995- ) 

• The Voice (1998-2003) 

• Out On The Shelf / Guelph Pride (2003- ) 



Historical Exhibits  
for tri-Pride 2013, 

June 1 
 









Oral History 
Because not all historical sources are inanimate objects, 
and because oral history complements artefacts, we 
worked with a local film-maker Melissa Sky to create a 
90 min. documentary film for Waterloo-Wellington. 

• We supplied the local contacts and arranged for 
interviews 

• Melissa taped the interviews and edited the footage 
into the film “Rainbow Reflections” – première 
screening on 2014, January. 





Challenges 
• A significant problem is saving material before 

it has been discarded. 

• Digitizing some of the collections has been 
very labour-intensive. 

• We have no paid staff; we hope to find grant 
money to digitize some of the larger 
remaining collections. 

 


