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Data Aggregators: Then and Now 

AMICO 

Art UK 

Google Art 

CHIN: Artefacts Canada 

ARTstor 

Europeana 



Why?  

 

 Make new research available  
 

   Access to art  

  Enhance collection objects  

by publishing data  online via 

aggregate databases  

  View in the context of  

regional, national, 

international collections 

  Explore and find connections 

   Dynamic 

  AGO.net? 



4410 AGO objects 

Active thumbnail searches 

per day: 11,000-26,000 

Peak months: September-May 

Total Membership: 36 

museums/galleries 

Subscription based access 

Majority of sessions are from the 

academic subscriber 

Total Library: over 95,000 

objects 

Art Museum Image Consortium was 

formed in September 1997 

Cross disciplinary use 

Distributor based model 



AMICO struck landmark deal with ARS for worldwide license to expand 

the depth   of resources and the coverage of contemporary art for 

educational purposes. 

 Not available to Canadian members 

Limited content to public domain images and works cleared for use by 

AGO staff 
 

 In June of 2005, the members of the Art Museum Image Consortium 

voted to dissolve their collaboration. The site remains online for 

archival reasons.  

AMICO was designed to be a self-supporting & not-for-profit 

Members paid dues to participate and support costs involved in building 

and distributing the library 

Subscription fees additionally supported these costs 

Many participating institutions opted to sign an agreement to 

transfer their content to ARTstor  



For the love of data! 
 

 



Documentation:  

Physical attributes and histories 

What do we document and digitize to make 

available 

How do we interpret? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Access: 

 How do we document for internal/external access? 

How do physical objects function in a digital age? 

What and how do we make relevant? 

Preservation: 

Through documentation; digitization; 

access; storage, emulation; migration; 

reinterpretation 



https://www.instagram.com/thecountrywithoutapostoffice/ 

Making Meaning: Memory Institutions &  Other Digital Projects 

Repositories of heritage. Document; Preserve; Engage; Collaborate; Dialogue 

Engage in contemporary issues  

 

 

  

www.lodzghetto.com 

www.boxwood.ago.ca 

http://www.lodzghetto.com/


Transform how 

we distribute, 

publish, teach 

and interact 

with our public  

Trace family 

histories 

Ignite 

conversations 

about 

continuing 

issues today 

Teachers and 

students 

section  

Preserve: 

digitize negs 

before cold 

storage 
A ghetto family [Jakob Stopnicki, with daughter Krysia and wife 

Tania (nee Biderman)] 2007/1988.25 

Gift from Archive of Modern Conflict, 2007 



Zooming tool for 

greater detail  

Access to scholarly 

essays 

Create “my 

collections” for 

objects in catalogue, 

For personal and 

collaborative use  

Identify further 

research  

Dynamically make 

additions, corrections 

to catalogues  
Additional Features 





Federated Searching 



Designed and hosted by Gallery Systems for member 
museums to share and export data from single access 
point 

Simplify exhibition planning 

Import records using TMS database importer tool 

View details from inaccessible collections 
 







The Future 

Linked data: The meaningful web. 

 Virtual re-unification of disparate objects and related data.  

New project with CHIN:  150 years in Canadian Art 

Rethinking of the ways in which cultural heritage content 

can be interactively organized, maintained, updated, 

and, ultimately, used. (OSCI)  



Rome wasn’t built in a day! 

A host of technical, legal and administrative hurdles complicates the 

online delivery as many museums lack the financial, technological 

and human resources to tackle these complex and far–reaching 

issues (OSCI) 

Gustave de Beaucorps, French, 1825 – 1906 [Pons Fabricius, bridge over the Tiber River, Rome] Malcolmson Collection. Gift of Harry and Ann 
Malcolmson in partnership with a private donor, 2014 (2014/483) 



Square peg, round hole... 





Context:  
Documentation, surrogate 

images, interpretive 

material. 

Dialogue & 

sharing/receiving ideas 

As we make available, share 

and link to related content, 

the object becomes more 

contextually rich, meaningful 

and relevant  
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