
BROCKVILLE MUSEUM
APPROACHES TO ONLINE EXHIBITS

brockvillemuseum.com
https://brockvillemuseum.wixsite.com/digitalmuseum

1

Natalie Wood
Curator/Director
nwood@brockville.com



How it
When Facebook wasn't enough

Created a secondary website with the editing and template capabilities we 
needed; it would become a platform for all our digital content, inspiring us 
to create more digital content! 

The Challenge:
• how to share content with non-

Facebook users
• our existing website infrastructure didn't 

have the capabilities for displaying a 
large quantity of images with text

• no financial resources

Started
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The Great
When the physical disappears

We already had a virtual platform! Now we could reach more people than 
would ever actually walk through our doors.

The Success:
• traffic to our Digital 

Museum site increased 
more than 5x between 
February and March 2020 
(and stayed there)

• reached an international 
audience

• didn't need to create new 
content, just repurposed 
existing in a new way

Pivot
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Example:
PAINTING PICNIC
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Example:
200 YEARS OF PRINTING HISTORY

• focus on objects and their stories
⚬ not the same as a physical 

experience
• succinct labels
• profiles the collection

⚬ and that the collection is 
accessible online
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While our initial foray into online exhibits was based on having a place to 
hold and share born-digital content (Facebook), the opportunity to 
repurpose content on physical display for a growing online-only audience 
has become clear, and requires very little additional resources - which 
makes it a sustainable (and achievable) approach for us.

The 
Appreciating an online audience is an audience

Future
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Tips

• be intentional and 
purposeful

• consider mandate 
and strategic goals

• know "why" you are 
making something 
available online

Challenges 
with (free) Wix

• new 500MB 
storage limit with 
free version

• character limits
• url includes 
“wixsite.com"

• wix ads

Wix 
Advantages
• analytics 

available
• fairly intuitive 

design building 
tools (and lots of 
options)



Thank You
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brockvillemuseum.com Digital Museum Site


