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Discoverability → Accessibility → Versatility
Oral History in the Archive







“The Deep Dark Secret of oral 
history is that nobody spends 

much time listening to or 
watching recorded and 

collected interview 
documents.”

M. Frisch



“The audio player 
(both analogue and digital) 
alone poses a cumbersome, 
inefficient course for a user’s 

discovery and interaction with 
information.”

D. Boyd



“Oral history training 
manuals and guides say 

virtually nothing about how 
to archive or access existing 

recordings.”

S. High













Legal / EthicalClearly documented permissions.

Digital
Technical Metadata,  appropriate file types, quality recordings

Content

Access to Content: Context, Transcript, Indices, Summaries
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Digital
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Legal / Ethical Digital

ContentDiscoverable
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DCC Curation Lifecycle Model
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/curation-lifecycle-model









Pre-custodial practitioner responsibility



Post-custodial institutional responsibility



Appraisal 

Accession

Processing



Legal and Ethical Access: Rights and 
Permissions (Consent and Release)

Digital Access: Metadata, Condition, 
Format, Digital Hygiene 

Content Access: Contextual 
Documents 





• Digitization and Restoration 

• Reorganization

• Reformatting

• Access Copies













• Redundancy

• Check Sum

• Migration Plan



Via: “Oral History Metadata and Description: A Survey of Practices

https://www.oralhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OHA-MTF-White-Paper_2020.pdf


• Incorporates ISAD-G and RAD 
descriptive standards

• Outdated

• Insufficient for born-digital 
collections

• Imperfect adoption for oral 
history collections



• Search/browse functionality

• Advanced search capability

• Faceted browsing

• Nested, hierarchical data 
structure

• Import/export capabilities

• Multi-repository functionality
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