Port Colborne Historical & Marine

MUSEUM

...more than a museum!




B MUSEUM: Volunteer’s donation builds paved pathway

Work helping
Port museum
retain building’s
old character

DAVE JOHNSON
Tribune Staff

PORT COLBORNE — Getting
around the grounds of Port
Colborne Historical and Marine
Museum has been made a little
easier, thanks to a longtime
volunteer.

Ruth Henry, a 15-year volun-
teer, made a donation that made
possible a paved pathway built
from the museum’s entrance
to Arabella’s Tea Room and the
Heritage Resource Centre.

“Ruth has a real passion for
Arabella’s and the museum,”
curator Stephanie Powell
Baswick said.

She said the pathway has
exposed aggregate, keeping a
heritage feel to it and allowing
more access for those with abil-
ity issues. People in wheelchairs
or using walkers will find it easier
to make their way around.

Powell Baswick said the path-
way fits in nicely with all the
renovation work being carried
out to make the museum more

also doing the interior work.

Powell Baswick all that’s left
are interior renovations in the
museum’s reception area.

“The demolition process is
complete.”

In that process, walls were
taken down in the original house
and an addition on the back,
which was completed in 1974, a
year before the museum opened.

Because of that, such things as
square nails in the walls, a metal
stencil for the Yvon Dupre Jr., a
support beam signed by all of
the workers from 1974 and an
old Kentucky Fried Chicken bag
stuck in the walls were found.

Powell Baswick said windows
in the reception area will keep
the same feel of the original
building, doors will be widened
to allow for wheelchair access
and the floor between the
museum exhibit section and
reception area will now be level.
Insulation has also been added
to the reception area that wasn't
previously insulated, making the
area warmer for staff and visitors
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DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo
Port Colborne Historical and Marine Museum curator Stephanie Powell Baswick stands in the reception
area which is undergoing renovations to make it more accessible to those who visit. It's expected the
work will be completed by mid-February.

ruary so museum staff can start

wrarlina Aan tha avhihit nlane far

an interactive research station

Aand sattise 1

those with visual impairments.
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Rohert Covper calls his condition a gift. not
@ curse,

*I knvw Tirsthand the highs and lows ol
being ADHD,” agid the 61 vear-old, who giew
up with attentinn deficit hyperactivity disor.
der, or ADHD. Ha's alsa dyslexic,

Neal verk Conper will be stoppiug by e
Welliznd Li  and Port Calbarne Muscum
to zalk shaut his psperiences growiag up with
ADET. On Wednesday he'll be in Welland and
Thursday in Part Colbome, Both presenta-
licans run from 7-9 pom.

Cooper spent his entize lifi: both struggling
with the disorder and benefitting liom it 11y
' 0 bebavieur led him to ort

ADHD FOUNDATION CREATOR TO
SPEAK AT PORT COLBORNE MUSEUM

Cooper was former personal photographer for Trudeau

For all the highlights in his life, though,
AHE vost him jobs, businesses and a mar-
riage. It was &t one of his low points thet he
developen] & passion for helping the ADID
community and raising awarencss on the
R3NE.

1Me fvunded cthe ADHD TFoumdation of
Caneda and is the owner of Living ALIHIY,
which seeks 1o raise public amusreness or the
condition.

"ADTID prople are visk takers and visionau-
ies, [t's very dangerous when socicty represses
a segment al the papulation that doesn't neead
v be reoressed,” he said.

“he areseniatinns are fres o thae oedalie






