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But First, What's a Paradigm Shift? 

"A paradigm is what members of a 

scientific community, and they alone, 

share." 

Symptoms of a shifting paradigm and  

(in Kuhn's terms) "a transition from  

normal to extraordinary research":  

 
•The proliferation of competing articulations; 

•The willingness to try anything; 

•The express of explicit discontent; 

•The recourse to philosophy; and  

•the debate over fundamentals. 

















"most museums show between 2 and 4 

percent of a collection." 

Elliot Bostwick Davis, Chairwoman of the Art 

of the Americas department at the Museum of 

Fine Arts Boston, 

 
(quoted in the New York Times, March 19th, 2009) 
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Why is it so easy to find things on line 

outside the museum? 

And why is it so much harder to find things 

inside the museum? 

What if you could use Google to search for 

things inside a museum as well as to 

search for the museum itself? 



Seems like it's time for a paradigm shift. 



Why Shift the Paradigm? 

Because the old one doesn't work any more 

(psssst: it's already shifted and we need to 
catch up) 



Paradigms for the Canoe Museum 

New Old 

The Museum lives in two places:  

in a building and on line. 

 

 

 

 

If you're a member, you  

get free admission! 

Sure we have a virtual exhibit.  

It's got lots of pictures! 

The best way to see the museum  

is right here in person! 

Each of those two places is  

equally important. 

The value proposition to join,  

engage, experience and learn  

works even if you never visit  

the museum in person. 



What if your collections were a city, and your 
visitors could have a map? 





























Stay Tuned 


